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A Historical Survey of the Museum of Antiquities at Istanbul
(Condensed from  the article in Turkish)
The Museum of Antiquities a t Istanbul is 
one of the oldest scientific institutions in 
Turkey.
Fethi Ahmed paşa, who was appointed 
minister of w ar in 1847, began to collect anti­
quities from Istanbul and the provinces, and 
stored them in the Byzantine Church of St. 
Irene, which was converted by the Conqueror 
into an armoury. Fethi Ahmed paşa, who was 
son-in-law to Sultan Mahmud II„ was an able 
soldier, and a highly cultured man, as Lamartine 
remarks in Voyage en Orient. He filled 
important offices in Turkey. In 1834 he was 
appointed ambassador to Vienna, and later 
to Paris, and London, where he represented 
Turkey a t the coronation of Queen Victoria.
In 1868 the French scholar Albert Dumont 
published in the Revue Archéologique, an article 
entitled Le Musée Ste. Irène à Constantinople, 
which is virtually the first catalogue of the 
Museum.
In 1869 the Museum was established offi­
cially by the gramd-vezir Âli paşa and Safvet 
paşa, minister of education, who gave it the 
title of «Imperial Museum». An Englishman 
named E. Coold, professor at the Imperial 
College of Galata Saray, was appointed 
director. In 1871 he published the first official 
catalogue of the Museum.
In 1872 Dr. Dethier was appointed director, 
and retained his office until his death in 1871.
The Museum being in the Annoury was not 
open to the public, and could not ibe visited 
without formalities which rendered it exceed­
ingly difficult to obtain admission. Many 
scholars visited Istanbul without being able to 
enter the Museum. When Subhi paşa was 
appointed minister of education he resolved to 
establish a regular Museum, open to the public. 
He was a gréait scholar, specially interested in 
history and numismatics. His private collection 
was remarkable, especially his collection of 
coins, many specimens from which are now in 
the British Museum. Subhi paşa obtained from 
the Sultan a firmaln which sanctioned the 
transfer of the antiquities from the Armoury 
into Çinili Köşk (Kiosque of Tiles), a fine 
piece of Turkish architecture, which belonged
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to the Palace of Topkapu, formerly the 
residence of the Ottoman Sultans. The inscript­
ion in the gateway indicates that it was built 
in 1473 by the Conqueror. There in 1875 was 
opened the first museum in Turkey accessible 
to all.
In 1881, on the death of Dr. Dethier, 
Hamdi bey, son of the late grand-vezir Edhem 
paşa was appointed director. He increased the 
collection wich finds from numerous excava­
tions he made, the most noteworthy being the 
Sidon sarcophagi discovered in 1887, which 
was one on the greatest archaeological events 
of the last quarter of the XIXth century. It 
was the beautiful sarcophagi, now known und'.r 
the names of Tafonit, the Satrap, the Mourners, 
the Lycian Sarcophagus, tire Sarcophagus of 
Alexander, three lesser sarcophagi, and two 
anthropoid sarcophagi, covering a period 
ranging from the middle of tire Vth to the last 
quarter of the IVth century B. C.
As it was quite out of the question to 
exhibit those massive monuments in Çinili 
Köşk, Hamdi 'bey obtained from Sultan Abdul- 
Hamid n. a firman which sanctioned the
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erection of a special building opposite Çinili 
Köşk. It was opened in 1891. New accessions 
soon made that building too small. Two new 
wings were added in respectively 1902 and 
1908, and the present Museum of Antiquities 
was thus completed. The facade measures 200 
metres.
In 1883 Hamdi bey opened a School of Art 
in a building which was specially erected to 
the South of Çinili Köşk.
Hamdi bey died in 1910. His brother, Dr. 
Halil Edhem, who had. been assistant director 
in the Museum for twenty years was appointed 
in his place. He did much for the classification 
and re-arrangement of the collections, and 
the creation of new departments. The Museum 
of Oriental Antiquities was established in the 
building formerly occupied by the -School oi 
Art, Which was transfered to another place, 
and now occupies a palace at Findiikli, on the 
Bosphorus, -under the name of Academy of 
Art. The Museum of Oriental Antiquities has 
12 rooms, and in the ground floor is the 
collection of tablets one of the largest in the 
world. Halil Edhem worked perseveringly for 
the classification of the collection of Islamic 
coins. He translated -Stanley Lane-Poole’s 
Mohammadan Dynasties into Turkish, with 
many additions and corrections. He founded 
the Society of the Friends of Istanbul, and the 
Council for the Preservation of Historical Mo­
numents. After having filled successfully the 
office of director for more than twenty years, 
during Which he rendered innumerable services, 
he retired in 1931, and! shortly afterwards was 
returned member of Parliament for Istanbul.
His successor in the Museum is Bay Aziz 
Ogan, former keeper of the Museum. In 
1914 he had been appointed Inspector of An­
tiquities in the region of Izmir, and founded 
there the museums of Izmir,’ Ephesus, and 
Pergamon, as well as the Society of the 
Friends of Archaeology ,and also artistic and 
touristic societies. He also compiled guide 
books for these museums. It is thanks to him 
thait valuable antiquities -have been preserved 
and made known to the world of science.
Bay Aziz Ogan opened new rooms in the 
Museum of Oriental Antiquities, where he 
exhibited Egyptian, Parthian, and Himyaritic 
objects. He completed the classification of
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coins, and opened a new room where coins and 
medaïs are exhibited together with a  valuable 
collection of gold ornaments and gems, which 
until then had! been -stored away. He establis­
hed a laboratory -for the cleansing and restora­
tion of antiquities, wich ovens to 'bake tablets 
and preserve them from decau. He also estab­
lished workrooms for photography and plaster 
casts.
Bay Aziz Ogan organized the Turkish Pa­
vilion at New York World’s Fair in 1989.
We wish to thank Bay Aziz Ogan for con­
tribution to our Bulletin the article in 
Turkish, entitled, A Historical Survey of the 
Museum of Antiquities at Istanbul, which he 
compiled partly from unpublished documents.
We have much pleasure in inserting here 
photographs of the founders and directors of 
te Museum. T. T. O. K.
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